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MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of Legislative Counsel

VIA: Deputy to the DCI for Resource Management

FROM: | | STAT
Director, Otftice of Community
Information Systems

P

SUBJECT: ~ Office of Management and Budget -
Proposed Policy on Dissemination
of Technical Information

1.  The subject proposed policy draft has come to my
attention. Although it should be implied, the draft contairns
no exceptions as to technical reports containing classified
information.

2. In order that no question should arise in the futur=,
perhaps an amcndment to paragraph 6(c) should be proposecd
which would add the following at the cnd: "except for
technical reports containing classificd information." The
subparagraph woluild:then rcad:

"Submit a bibliographic description of each.
technical report it prepares or sponsors to the
NTIS and identify where and how cach report can be
be obtained, except for technical reports containing
classified information."

STAT

Attachment: ¢
Dissemination of Technical Information,
dtd 30 June 1978 (DRAFT) '
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EXECUTIVE QOFFICE OF THE PRESIDIENT

CFFICE GF MANA(; mENT AND SUDGEY
WABHINGTON, D.C. 20503

BULLETIN NO. 78- Draft June 34, 1978
TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ESTABLISHMENTS:

SUBJECT: DisSemination of Technical Informetion

R Y -

1. Background. Each vyear Federal agencies spand a
significant amount of resources to support and umierti s
research and development programs. Through its involvement
in these activities, the Federal government acquires a larsa
volume of technical information, much of which could be ws:zd
to support activities in the public and private sectors
beyond the immediate mission of the sponsoring rederal
agency. Currently, no single organization is responsibile
for coordinating the dissemination of technical information
published by or for the Federal government. &As a resel:.
individuals and organizations who are interested in Findiqg
out what technical information is available from the Yeder:ii
government must contact a number of different sources.

Many Tedﬂr%l ;agencies utilize the National Technical
Information Serv1ce (NTIS) of the Department of Cowunerc.s.
which is a clearinghouse for the collection ~ead
dissemination of scientific, technical and cfiginesxing
information (see 15 U.s.C. 1151-1157). Pursuant to this
statute, NTIS has an ongoing program to make copies of
reports available to the public, publish indexcs -znd
announcements on available reports and-mainiain o publiciy

accessible computerized blbilographlc file covering wencr:s
and other documents prepared or sponsored by many diifersac
Federal departments and agencies. NTIS has cooparxative
agreements with hundreds of government organizaticns Lo mzie
their technical information available to the public aad
normally does so at little or no cost to the contributing
agency. Income from the sale of technical informatinn
products and services is used to support the NT*; opexaticn,
2, Pulpose. The purpose of this Bulletin is Lu egtablich
Federal policies for disseminating technical 1nto.ﬂa“iin
which results from federally funded research and developmsnt
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activitics and to pre

ribe exccutive department and Fsendy
responsibilitices for o

B
disseminating such information.

3. fcope.  The policies and responsibilities establishal By
this™ Dhulletin apply to all technical information whigh
results  from  federally funded rescarch and develosment
activities and which would be required to be discloscd uridey
the Treedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 5J°). The nolicies
and responsibilities  established by  this bulletin  ars
applicable to all tCChnlle information, as definedt  in
paragraph 4.

4. Definition. = For the purposces of this bulletin,
"technical Tinformation” is defined as  all tcchnical,
scicntific, business and industrial information which
results  from ™Fecerally  funded research and developmeni
activities sponsored ok supnorted by an executive
department, agency or establishment; which may be of somo
direct or indirect bhenefit to the private sector and which
is subject to public "'scloquro in accordance with paragrapl.
3 aof th1b bulletin. ‘ypically, such information will ko iy,

the form of 1nL013w or final Loportu.

This dcfinition. cdoes  not include administrative * ant
budgetary information; legal briefs, correspondcnce; public
notices; internal agency operating proceduroes; agency
nemoranda or records; patents and trademarks;

nautical/acronautical charts; and similar JniOlmdt¢On
5. Policy. It is the policy of the United States Government
Fhat’ TIALc"hn4 ak Information which results from fede 2rally
funded rescdrch and development .shall be made publicly
avallable, consistent with the need to protect indivigual
privaey, npational security and pu ‘oprictary interests! Jore
specifically the following policies are hereby established:

o Fach department ang agency shall determirc the
appropriate method for disseminating the technjical
reports and studies it prepares or EPONSOrs.

) The Naticral Technical Information Service,:
PDepartment  of Commerce, shall maintain a file of all
federally  funded technical information which + is
avallable fron exccutive departments and agancies or
other sources.

. - . o . ‘h“
O All cechnisal information which is made available by

the Pederal government shall be priced to recover ‘the
fall costs of printing, pvublicizing and disseninating
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)
such Information, unless  otherwise  sregeina? by
statute or denonstrated not to be  in the nntl nod
interest.

o Consistent with the provisions of OMB
A=76, the Federal government shall :
private enterprise system to publish and
technical information, except  where
national interest to do otherwise.

6. Ngency Res ponsibili ties. Bach executive dopartmon ENd

agency shall take appropriate steps to ensurce thax tachh cal
irformation which results from research  and developr =

activities it undertakes or sponsors is made available Lo
business and LULUQLJ}, other  agencies of  the  Yedcral
government, s®Ate and  local governnent, universities 1
resoarch centers, ard the general public.  In carrviag odutl
tbic respons JbJ]]fv agencics are encouraged 1o muse. tha
facilities of he  National fTechnical Information Segs ice
(NI'IS) of the Departument of  Commerco tor the purposes of
printing, publicizing and disseminating technical TeRer L.
Fach department and agency shall:
a. Sclect that method of disseminating techniaal
information which is in the best interest of hoth the agecy
and the Federal government, Decisions regarding the

appropriatce method shall, unless otherwise reguired by ilew,
be made on  the basis of mission need, cost and Feda ol
policy.

L. Fvaluate its existing methods of dlﬁqﬂnln“*fﬂg
“technical information 1to assure that they are in the bost
interests of the agency and the govermment. The criterin to
be used for sueh evaluations shall be the same as  That

identified in 6(a) above.

C. Submit g bibliographic desc rlptlcx o each tachnica)l
report it prepares or sporisors  to the NTIS and ident -
where and how cach report can be obtained.

a. ssuce such  regulations and procedures as fre
necessary to carry out these rezponsibilities.

7. National Technical Information Service Responsinil ities.
The NTIS of ihe Department of (ommerco shall:

a. Maintain and make public an index of all  tochnical
reports  available from the Federal qovernment. Thirn indox
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should, att a minimwa, br1cfly aesceribe the contents .ol hch
report and identify where and how 4t can e obtainod.

b. Publish and make available to the publdic cach
technical report which it receives friom FCQ(ld] departrients
and agoencies.,

¢. Make technical reports availabile on a full ecost
recovery basis.,

Jd.  Annually publish in the cheral Register the cost
allocation feoermula used to set prices on documonts vraijenle
througl: the NTTS. '

. , . ¢ . .
e, Issue such guidance as is necessary to carry out

these respors iBilities.

£. Comply with the printing and binding reculations of
the Joint Commritiec on Printing, U.S. Congro“%.

8. I'ffective Date. The requlroment set. forth in  this
bulletin are é¢ifoctive 90 aays from the date issued.

5. Further Information. For further information on {le
policies and responsibilities outlined in this Bullet:n,

please centact Lthe  Information SyStem% Policy Division,
Gftice of Management and Pudget, Washington, D.C. 23 03
202) 395-3785. S

e
124

. £
James T. Heintyre, Jr,
Director

>3
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